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Monday 8 November  
 
Dear Members 
 
As I reread last week’s newsletter I was reminded of a former principal colleague whose deputy said he felt that it 
wouldn’t seem inappropriate for a swastika to be stamped alongside the banner on the school’s written 
communications!  My apologies for the dictatorial tone of last week’s newsletter, but it seems that most members 
were quite okay with the Covid requirements laid out.  Either that, or you were frightened into submission. 
 
This week -  I think we are all probably feeling as though we have dodged a bullet with no further Covid cases in 
Christchurch to date.  With this in mind, the decision has been made to remove the requirement to wear masks 
throughout our bridge sessions. For those of you who will continue to do so, we respect your decision. For those of 
us not wearing masks, please continue to exercise the highest standards of hygiene.  
I am also repeating my request that you do not return to bridge until you are double vaccinated.   
 

Learners 
The first four weeks of the ten week series of learner lessons saw 25 people keen to learn the game. After the 
Covid lockdown in August, only about a third returned, a similar outcome to last year after the lessons were 
interrupted by Covid.  Disappointing as that may be, we are delighted that six of this last group have now become 
Crockfords members. A big welcome to Kay Cannell, Allanah James, Roger Palmer, Kerry Yaxley and Karyn 
Marshall. We wish them many happy hours at the bridge table.  
 
I am extremely grateful to Nick Mein with whom I have shared the tutoring duties, and to Bridget and John Adams 
and Barbara Ryan who have attended all ten lessons to support the learners. All four have volunteered their time 
and expertise, and formed a real connection with our beginning bridge players. Thank you for your dedication. 
In 2020 and this year, we applied successfully for funding to pay tutors. These grants are specifically for this 
purpose, much as we might like to use the money for other projects. 
 

Surveys 
The deadline for the return of the surveys is next Monday, November 15th. 
    

Badges 
These arrived last week and may be collected from the Director’s desk. Again, thank you Jill for organising these. 
 

Table Fees 
No, the fees are not being put up, but I would ask for your co-operation in bringing the correct change or purchasing 
a Convenience Card. At our meeting of directors last week, I learnt that collecting and balancing the table fees 
continues to be a source of frustration. We considered moving to the “laminated tickets” used at some Clubs but I 
am hoping we can make the current system easier and full proof for our directors.  
 
Congratulations this week to Carol Singh and Paul Ainsworth who scored 62.94% on Tuesday night.  
 
I will be unreachable next week – on a cruise off the southwest coast, so no newsletter next Monday. I wish you all 
a very happy holiday weekend. 
 
 
Regards 
 
Jan Barrow 
President 

CROCKFORDS BRIDGE CLUB INC. 


