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Weekly News Monday 31August 
 
Dear Members 
A few of our players do not receive emails and I am grateful to those of you who have kept these people informed 
of developments regarding the Covid 19 measures we have taken. A copy of the newsletter is posted on the main 
noticeboard each Monday. 
 

Grading Changes 
This task has to be completed before the 2021 programme booklet goes to the printer in October. A small 
team comprising Robin Jones, Judy van Leeuwen and myself met on Friday to consider a straight 
forward, fair, and transparent way to identify players eligible for promotion. Covid 19 restrictions have 
seen all grade levels having some competitions shortened and others abandoned altogether, meaning 
that the usual percentages that are used as a yardstick for promotion eligibility are not so readily 
obtainable. 
As promised, unusual times call for new and unusual solutions, and for this year only, (unless it proves 
to be a huge success) we are asking players to self-nominate for a change of grade. This may be either 
“up, or down”. If you wish to be considered for a change of grade please complete the form which can 
be found at both entrances to the club, and on the Directors’ desk. The form should be completed and 
placed in the “drop box” beside the main door by the closing date of Thursday,17 September. In fact, this 
just facilitates what is already in place, and appears on page 8 of this year’s programme. The Committee 
reserves the right to also identify players whose scores indicate that they would benefit from playing in a 
higher grade.  
 
Tuesday Night Senior Competition 
The grade committee regrets to advise that the Teams Competition has had to be postponed. Advice 
about the re-jigged programme will be communicated as soon as possible.  
I am sure we can all sympathise with the extra work involved for our committees as they have to re-
schedule events, and possibly adjust the qualifying criteria for some matches. Your patience and 
goodwill is greatly appreciated. 
 
Spring Luncheon 
A date, probably in October, is being finalized. 

 
Tuition 
We have had four classes for “improvers” during level 2 restrictions, and they have all been very well-
supported. I am guessing that these people will be keen to practise these newly learned skills, such as 
“killing” leads. discards, Stayman and transfers, and although there may be the odd misunderstanding, 
‘Opponents, Beware!”  
 
Pencils/Pens 
A reminder to bring your own pen or pencil to use throughout each session.  
 
There seems to be quite a lot of excitement about getting back to bridge. We have all missed the competition and 
the social interaction with our fellow members. I look forward to catching up with many of you this week. 

 
Kind regards  
Jan Barrow  
President 
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